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war that the community, as a whole, was quiescent There
was no Irish Gunpowder Plot ; and when, as the result of that
unhappy crime, many Catholic priests were expelled from
Ireland, there was no murmur of open discontent
By this time the whole island had been made shireland;
the king's writ was supposed to run everywhere;  the king's
judges went regular circuits; the machinery at least of English
law had been set up in the four Irish provinces.    But that law
was largely encountered and checked by the medley of feudal
and Celtic law and usage, which still prevailed in great parts of
the country; it was still, to a considerable extent, a dead
letter*    Within the limits of the old Pale it probably was
completely supreme; it determined the rights of all classes of
men; its odious distinctions between the Englishry and the
Irishry had become obsolete, if not yet abolished by any act of
the state.    Beyond, in the Anglo-Norman lands, its influence
had been immensely extended; it had effaced the jurisdiction
of the great feudal nobles, as these had yielded to the advance
of conquest; it had replaced the will of Butler and Geraldine
in their vast palatinates.    But even in this region it was crossed
and thwarted by Anglo-Norman and  Celtic  customs;  the
Brehon lawyers had still power; the laws they administered had
wide influence; and the English system of tenure was in direct
conflict with the ancient Celtic organisation of the land, which,
in many districts, had not disappeared.    In the Celtic Land,
as we   may still call it,  subdued   and ravaged as it had
been, English law was opposed by these and other hostile
elements; the primitive modes of Tanist succession and of
Gavelkind were in common use; indeed the claim of a tribe
to elect its chiefs had, as we have seen, led to two bloody wars.
But in this, and in other large parts of Ireland, what was most
in antagonism to English law, was the archaic land-system of
tbe Irish Celts, still deeply and widely rooted in the soil
Has system, as we have said, had been encroached on, and